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I hope you will be able to approve of our work as a
whole. I can truly say that we have spared no pains
to make it as good as was possible ; though it is more
than likely that, if you had made a better choice of a
first Commissioner, you might have had a more artistic
work/'l

Granville's opinion was recorded at an earlier stage : *

" We are all much struck with the great ability and
tact which you seem to have shewn in all matters
connected with the work. Our only regret is that no
record will remain of your obvious victories over your
American colleagues. Indeed, I was obliged to telegraph
to you the necessity of having something more to
produce (in case of failure, or even of any arrangement
which may incite criticism here) than the protocols you
have sent home."

But perhaps the #iost convincing tributes are those
of his own colleagues as voiced by Stafford Northcote.
" The history of our exploits/' he writes to Granville,
" will never be written as it deserves to be, and de Grey
will never get all the credit he deserves for his strategy,
though I hope he will get some^for the result of it."
Again, on the eve of the signing of the Treaty : " Latterly
I think we have had the whip hand, and de Grey has
managed Fish most skilfully. I have told you already
how much de Grey has impressed us all by his judgment,
tact, and temper, and by the high tone he has main-
tained all through the affair/' *

The title de Grey chose for his new step in the Peerage
was that of Ripon.4 It is curious to note, in view of

i April 28, 1871.

*  Letter to de Grey, March 25, 1871.

8 FitzraaTirice: Granville, vol. ii, pp. 87, 89. (Letters dated April 14
and May 5, 1871.)

*  Letter to Gladstone, June 12, 1871.